Ultrasound diagnosis of oropharyngeal teratoma in the 17 th week of pregnancy
Adem Balić, Devleta Balić mation sized 30 x 40 mm, whose ultrasound structure was reminiscent of the tissue of the placenta (Panel 1). Shown from another angle, on the profile image of the fetus, the formation appeared as a solid tumour, with its base located in the mouth, with most of it protruding in front of the face (Panel 2). The pregnancy was terminated two days later. The aborted fetus was 22 cm long, with a solid tumour 4 cm in length protruding from the mouth (Panel 3). No other anomalies were noticed on the fetus. The ultrasound examination undertaken in the 13 th week of gestation was morphologically and biometrically normal, and the thickness of the nuchal translucency was 1.3 mm. Oropharyngeal teratoma (epignathus) are very rare benign congenital tumours (0.5-1:10000) which grow in the mouth, mostly from the palate (1). The high mortality (80-100%) in the early neonatal period is caused by obstruction of the airways, although cases have been described of a positive outcome after surgery undertaken immediately after birth by an "exit procedure" (EX utero intrapartum technique).
